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RULES, GUIDELINES and INFORMATION 
  

1. Attendance at rehearsals and performances is always required. Other conflicting school activities will occur, and those 
will be discussed between directors/coaches. 
  
Absences should be cleared at least three days before the missed rehearsal/event/performance. Do so by having a 
parent/guardian email Mrs. Stepp. 
  
Last-minute absences. Only if there is a last-minute illness or emergency, contact: 
  
Mrs. Stepp (Band)   School: 765-832-3551x2401 Email: estepp@svcs.k12.in.us  
Vicki West, Mariah Brawley, Holly Beber (Guard)      Emails: mbrawley@sycamores.indstate.edu hbeber@sycamores.indstate.edu  

 
Jeff Winchester (Percussion)  Email: simpletoelegantevents@gmail.com 
  
Vacation. Out-of-town family vacations are excused if they notify Mrs. Stepp at the beginning of the marching 
season/school year with an email from a parent/guardian. 
  
School sponsored activity. School leaders and coaches will discuss scheduling conflicts to keep students away from 
being “in the middle.” Once a schedule agreement has been set between coach and director, if any changes are made due 
to competitions/games, the student and or parent needs to let Mrs. Stepp know in advance. 
Contest days are crucial for attendance. Excused absences from contests include illness or funerals/visitations. Due to 
schedules being given out early, Mrs. Stepp will work with coaches in advance for Saturday events to compromise. 
  
Work needs to be given a band schedule with as much advance as possible. It is completely ok that you work and do 
band/guard, but band/guard should be a priority. If your boss cannot work around you being at a rehearsal, please let us 
know. It is your responsibility to try to be at all rehearsals and get off of work during that time. If you need Mrs. Stepp to 
contact your boss, let her know. Again, I cannot stress enough that you should give your boss our schedule ASAP. The 
band/guard schedule is given very early. 
  
Make-up Rehearsals: All absences from rehearsals and performances need to be made up. If you miss a rehearsal during 
the week, you can make it up by coming to one of the sectional rehearsals the following week of the section you are not a 
part of. You can also set up a time to work with a leadership team member to learn drill/music you missed. Ask Mrs. 
Stepp if you need help making up the hours. 
  
Absences also affect the point system for lettering in band. (see points below for more details) 
  
Unexcused absences will result in the following: 
- First unexcused absence: warning to student as well as make-up hours. 
- Second unexcused absence: phone call home to parent/guardian as well as make-up hours. 
- Third unexcused absence: meeting with student, parent, and administration 
- Fourth unexcused absence: you will be removed from the band and guard program. 
During the school year, attendance and participation at concerts and major performances will still count as participation 
grades. 
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School Attendance/Rehearsal: Students must be at school at least the last half of the school day to attend after-school 
rehearsals or events unless they have a written note from a doctor or other professional. Excused school attendance on 
Fridays does not affect the attendance of Saturday rehearsals or events. 
  
Tardies: Showing up late to rehearsals will add up towards unexcused absences. 3 tardies to rehearsals for 
non-school-related activities will add up to 1 unexcused absence.  
  
2. School Handbook: All band and guard rehearsals, meetings, events or performances are considered school activities, 
and all rules and regulations as stated in the School Handbook are in effect the entire time of the event, trip, or rehearsal. 
These rules are also in effect during bus rides. 
  
3. Representation: When you are in public with the band or guard, you represent South Vermillion, our programs, and 
your directors. You are expected to represent us at a high level, and this includes social media involving facebook, twitter, 
etc. 
  
4. There should be no cell phones or distracting devices being used during rehearsals or water breaks. There will be boxes 
in place for students to place their cell phones at the beginning of rehearsals. These may be used during long breaks or to 
make an emergency phone call home. This includes iPads. 
  
5. Public displays of affection will not be tolerated during rehearsals, performances or anything involving our group 
including trips, bus rides, and other events. When you are on a trip to a competition or performance, you are there to focus 
on your performance and to enjoy time with your band/guard family. 
  
6. Everyone is expected to use good behavior when representing this ensemble and our school. Be courteous to each 
other, your teachers, parents, chaperones, etc. Always say “please” and “thank you.” One of the most important things 
about using rehearsal spaces, being on the bus, or sitting in the bleacher area waiting for awards is to always clean up after 
yourself and never leave trash behind. 
  
7. Discipline: If the school disciplines you or you do anything to negatively affect the way you are perceived outside of 
school, there will be consequences. In cooperation with your parents/guardians, your director, depending on the situation 
and circumstances, will decide upon the consequences. Generally, school disciplines will result in not being allowed to 
perform at the following contest/s. 
  
8. The school dress code must be followed for all of our events. Different attire requirements will be made for each 
performance (football games, basketball games, concerts, etc.). 
  
9. Uniforms. Uniform requirements will vary with each performance. Please pay close attention to the dress code for each 
performance. Keep your marching shoes and uniforms in their respective places in the cubbies in the storage room by the 
band room. You are expected to take great care of your assigned uniform number, including pants, shako, plume, and 
marching shoes. Your jacket and pants must be hung up neatly, and your marching shoes must be kept in their box, in 
your instrument locker. If they don’t fit in your instrument locker, they may be kept in the uniform storage room. 
  
Tall black socks are required for each marching band performance. No skin should show in uniform. 
When wearing marching uniforms, there is to be no eating or drinking with the exception of water. There is also to be no 
running while in uniform. 
  
If blue jeans are a requirement for a performance, there are to be NO holes in them, they must be full-length jeans unless 
stated otherwise, and you must be able to keep them up – belts are recommended. For most casual performances, band 



t-shirts and jeans are set for the attire. Everyone must have their own, black, SV Band/guard t-shirt or band/guard polo. 
See Mrs. Stepp if you need to order one.  
  
If black bottoms are a requirement for a performance, black jeans will not be allowed. ONLY black dress pants or long 
black skirts/dresses are allowed. 
  
10. Parent involvement is always appreciated and needed. While building this program, we will be doing many 
fundraisers and performances that will require the help of adults. Anytime parents/guardians are interested in helping with 
anything for the band or guard program, they are welcome. Contact Mrs. Stepp with interest.  
  
11. Fundraising. Our fundraising will be done in order for the band and guard program to make sheet music purchases, 
instrument purchases, staff payment, and trips/travelling performances for our students. Therefore, fundraising is done for 
YOUR STUDENTS. In order for students to have a great education in a performing ensemble, money is unfortunately a 
must. Our program will do its best to make our fundraisers either fun or beneficial to our community, but please 
understand that we always have goals in mind for what the programs need. We are doing it for the benefit of the students 
in this program. 
The reason our fee for marching band participation is so low is so that all students are able to participate. If we do not 
raise enough funds through our fundraising events, we will have to raise the price of fees, and that’s not something we 
hope to do. 
  
12. Social Media. Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat etc. are very popular. Therefore, the band and guard will have 
accounts for each of these in order to positively promote what our students are involved in as well as getting the 
community members/society more involved with what we are doing. There will be absolutely no negative postings about 
any band/guard member or our program in general on these sites. We are a family, and any conflicts should be brought to 
Mrs. Stepp, Emilie, Jeff, a school administrator, or a school counselor. If this is not followed, we will bring it to the 
attention of the administration and also contact the student’s home. 
  
However, social media will not be the way to contact directors, so please do not send personal messages to them 
expecting them to be read. This includes both parents and students. Again, please make school phone calls, send emails to 
the directors at the addresses listed under item number 1, or use Remind101 to send messages. You can sign up for 
Remind 101 by texting “h94e9g” to 81010. Also, find us on Facebook under the group “South Vermillion High School 
Band and Guard” and “South Vermillion Band Boosters.” 
  
13. Behavior and Grades. As stated before, you are expected to be a respectful and respectable member of the 
community, school and this band program. You are also expected to do your best in school and keep good grades. If 
rehearsals are keeping you from doing well in school, you may spend rehearsal time doing homework. Band is an 
extra-curricular, and school comes first. 
 
14. Costs. The fee for marching band/guard is $100 per student. Also, students will be required to pay for their 
performance shirts, but they will keep them. Band students will have to have a t-shirt/polo as well as their uniform shirt. 
The uniform shirt will be about $14. Guard students will have to have a t-shirt/polo as well as shoes, gloves, and any body 
tight needed for their costume. 
  
15. Lettering in band/guard – marching band/guard points possible from lettering document: 
Marching Band – 100 points possible 
To earn full points, students must not miss more than 3 rehearsals throughout the summer and fall for things 
not considered to be school-related activities. Students are also not to have any unexcused absences. 



Students must have half of their marching band fee paid by the start of the school year, and the other half must 
be paid December break in order to receive the full 100 required points. 
Students are not to have any expulsions from school or any disciplinary action from police or judicial 
authorities. 
Students are not to have any failing grades when report cards are given out. 
*Students will lose 5 points from the possible 100 for each unexcused absence not related to other 
school-sponsored activities. 
*Students who miss a contest date will lose 10 points towards the possible 100. 
*Students who do not have the first half of their marching fee paid by the start of the school year will receive 5 
points less than the possible 100. The same will count for the second half of the fee being paid by winter break 
(December). 
*Students who are expelled from school or in trouble with law enforcement during the marching season will not 
receive any points towards marching band. Students who receive other disciplinary action from the office at 
school will lose points, and this will be determined by the severity of the discipline. This will be discussed by 
the director and school administration. 
*Students who have more than one failing grade during the marching band season will not earn any points 
towards their letter because they will no longer be allowed to participate in the activity based on the school 
rules. 
*Students who are frequently tardy to rehearsals and events will lose 2 points for each tardy after the 3rd 
offense. (When the 4th offense occurs) These points will accumulate for each tardy following. 
  
  
Fundraisers for the Year: 

- Marchathon 
- Sponsorships from businesses 
- Pasta la Vista 
- Mattress Sale 
- Marching clinic for elementary school and 6th grade students 
- Beef Raffle 
- Car Raffle 
- 5K (in the spring) 
- McNight 
- BINGO at Blanford Sportsman’s Club 
- Concessions for HS swim, wrestling, and track 
- Ford Test Drive (with athletic boosters) 
- Chick Fil-A, BWW, and Menchie’s Nights 
- Concert and Cookies with Santa 

 
Fundraisers to earn money for Disney 

- Picking grapes (more details to come) 
- LIFT booth selling trip to Italy tickets 
- Tag Day at Clinton IGA and WalMart (with bake sale and performances) 
- BEANO “Bingo” at LIFT 
- REX Concessions 
- Candy Bars 
- Trash Bags 

 



  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

SOUTH VERMILLION WILDCATS 
MARCHING BAND AND GUARD 

HANDBOOK 2019-2020 
  
  
  

INFORMATION AND RULES AGREEMENT 
and 

COMMITMENT FORM 
  
  
  

I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understand the material in the South Vermillion High 
School Band and Guard Handbook and I agree to the obligations of membership in the 
organization. 
I am committing to participate in marching band/guard for the entirety of the season 
unless severe injury occurs and I cannot physically participate. I am aware that I must be 
in attendance at regionals on October 19th, semi-state on November 2nd, and state finals 
on November 9th. I am aware that I cannot have more than one F on a report card, or I 
am not allowed to participate. I agree to follow the students handbook of SVHS and 
represent the marching program with pride. 
  
  
______________________________________ _________________ 
Student Signature Date 
  
______________________________________ 
Student Name Printed 
  
______________________________________ ___________________ 



Parent or Guardian Signature Date 
  
 

Member Contact Information 2019-2020 
  

Student Name: ___________________________________ (must have at least 1 email below for communication) 

  

Parent/Guardian Name #1: __________________________ Guardian 1 phone #: ___________________ 

  

Parent/Guardian #1 email: ________________________________  

  

Parent/Guardian Name #2: __________________________ Guardian 2 phone #: __________________ 

  

Parent/Guardian #2 email: ________________________________ 

  

Address: ________________________________________ City: ________________ Zip: ___________ 

  

Student Cell: ______________________________ 

  

Other Summer/Fall Activities Involved In (list): 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Please list name and contact information for your activity leaders/coaches as best as you can: 

Activity: Coach:  Contact Info: 

Activity: Coach:  Contact Info 

Activity: Coach:  Contact Info 

Important Dates expected to miss (checkmark, then list reason) 

Saturday, August 17th (Marchathon): ______  __________________________________________ 

Saturday, September 14th (1st contest): ______  _________________________________________ 

Saturday, September 21st (2nd contest): ______  ________________________________________ 

Saturday, September 28th (3rd contest): ______  _________________________________________ 

Saturday, October 5th (4th contest): ______  _________________________________________ 

Saturday, October 19th (Regionals) Not to be missed 

Saturday, November 2nd (Semi-State) Not to be missed 



Saturday, November 9th (State Finals at Lucas Oil) Not to be missed 

 

Health Form/Waiver 

  
Student Name: ________________________________ 
  
  
Does your child have any allergies? Circle      Yes No 
  
 If so, please list: 
  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Does your child have any serious medical conditions? Circle      Yes         No 
  
 If so, please list: 
  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Will your child need to receive any medications while at rehearsals? Circle Yes No 
  
 If so, please list: 
  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
In case of an emergency, whom should we contact? (whoever you would want us to call first) 
  

1) ______________________ Relationship __________________ #  _________________________ 

2) ______________________ Relationship __________________  # _________________________ 

3) ______________________ Relationship __________________  #_________________________ 

  
  
  
 
By signing this line, you give us the authority to medically assist your child in case of an emergency: 
  
Parent/Guardian Name (printed): ________________________________________________ 
  
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________ 
  
  
Please get a physical on file with the school in case of injury or incident during a 
rehearsal/performance. 



 
 

Parent Volunteer Interest 2019-2020 
  

Parents and guardians, 
  
 If you have any interest in the following, please place a checkmark next to the thing(s) 
you would be willing to help with. We will have committees set up that you can join in order to 
help! 
  
Food Team! (bring food or help serve for contests and other events) ______ 
  
Spirit Team! (make decorations, locker signs, goodies for kids, pictures, social media) ______ 
  
Chaperone (will need to have background check on file to chaperone buses) ______ 
  
Fundraising Team! (help organize fundraisers and communicate with community members) ___ 
  
If you are interested in being a part of our Band Boosters, please check here. _______ 
There will be monthly meetings, and we raise money for the band/guard program. You don’t 
have to be at every meeting to help! 
We meet once a month to help plan events, fundraisers, and other activities for the kids! 
  
Quickest way to contact you for volunteer activities (email or phone): 
  

Name: _______________________ email: ____________________________ 
  
 phone: _________________ Text OK? Y / N 
 


